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On July 18, 1949, the First Latin American Evangelical 
INTRODUCTION Conference was convened in the city of Buenos Aires, 

capital of Argentina. Other notable conferences of an 

international and interdenominational character had 
been held in previous years, notably those of Panama in 1916, Montevideo in 1925 
and Havana in 1929, and they were important milestones in the development of 
Protestantism in Latin America. These were sponsored and organized by the 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin America and the leadership was predominantly 
missionary and North American, It is interesting, however, to note the way in 
which Latin American evangelicals took an increasing share in the leadership of 
these conferences; this development was an indication of the growth of the evan- 
gelical churches themselves. 


The Buenos Aires Conference represents an important 
stage in the development of that leadership, for it originated in Latin America 
and was organized and directed by Latin Americans. The sponsoring bodies were 
the National Evangelical Councils and the Committee on Cooperation in Latin 
America. The large majority of the delegates were Latin Americans, and the 
official languages of the conference were Spanish and Portuguese. 


Delegates were chosen by the sponsoring bodies and in 
some cases by churches through special invitation in those countries where no 
council exists, Because of the expenses involved in air travel, as well as the 
limitations on accommodations, the organizing committee had suggested one hun- 
dred as the number to attend. Actually there were 56 official delegates, from 
15 Latin American countries,(with 1 from Spain, 2 from the United States), 7 
consultants, and 47 visitors. There were 18 denominations represented. 


Buenos Aires was chosen as the seat of the conference 
because it ‘has a considerable evangelical constituency and facilities for 
holding large public meetings. These were held in the Central Methodist Church, 
which has a seating capacity of nearly 1000 persons. Moreover, the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary Building was ideal for the conference, with its beautiful, 
quiet, worshipful chapel, its spacious library for plenary session meetings, and 
classrooms for group meetings and with its dormitories. 


The organization of the conference was excellent. The 
local committee in Buenos Aires worked hard on the details for months ahead and 
a great deal of the credit goes to them for the fine preparation of the program. 
The smooth working out of the rlans was due to foresight and planning and to the 
wise leadership of the conference itself. Bishop Sante U. Barbieri (Argentina), 
was elected president, Rev. José Borges dos Santos (Brazil) and Silvio Long 
(Uruguay), vice-presidents, and Rev. Henry Parra Sanchez (Colombia), Humberto 
Reyes (Chile) and Gustavo Velasco (Mexico), secretaries. 


Six public meetings were held in the large Central 
Methodist Church and about 800 people were present at cach one, These meetings 
were an important feature of the conference and contributed greatly to its 
SUCCESS. 
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The opening meeting was addressed by Dr, John A, Mackay, 
president of Princeton Theological Seminary and also president of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. Dr. Mackay spoke on "Our Protestant Heritage", 

He referred to four great aspects of this heritage, the Bible, the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ, Christian vocation, and the Catholicity of the Church. 


Dr. Mare Boegner, leader of French Protestantism and 
one of the presidents of the World Council of Churches spoke on "The Spiritual 
Problem of our Contemporary World", Dr, Boegner also conducted several of the 
morning devotional talks on Paul's admonition to the Romans to present their 
bodies a living sacrifice. 


In one of the public meetings the evangelical work in 
Brazil was described. Rev. Borges dos Santos spoke of the way in whieh Brazil 
is being. evangelized. He likened the churches there to a boy who has grown so 
fast that his clothes are too small for him. The Sunday School is one of the . 
principal means of evangelization. At present, Dr. Borges dos Santos stated, 
there are 700,000 pupils in the. Sunday Schools in Brazil. Often a Sunday 
Sehool is started in a neighborhood and before long there is a congregation 
with a lay preacher. Later a pastor is found and the congregation begins to 
evangelize in other new areas. The Bible is also another potent means of 
evangelism. .This aspect was described by Rev. Egmont Machado Krischke, secre~- 
tary of the newly-formed Bible Society of Brazil, the first of its kind in 
South America. Rev, Xodolfo Anders, general secretary of the Evangelical Con- 
federation of Brazil, spoke of the cooperation among thirteen evangelical bodies 
in that country through that organization. It has four departments, Social 
Action, Worship, Religious Education and Youth. One of its most recent projests 
is that of a literacy campaign in cooperation with the govermment, which now 
has what promises to be one of the biggest literacy campaigns in Latin America, 


Rev, Benjamin Morais, Brazilian Presbyterian pastor, 
and Professor of Law at the University of Rio de Janeiro, gave an address at 
this same meeting on the social work of the churches in Brazil. The churches 
have contributed greatly with active programs in health, education and social 
welfare. Most evangelical schools have a room where help is given to the poor, 
There are hospitals, cooperatives and orphanages. Evangelistic work is carried 
on among the prisoners in the penitentiaries. 


On another evening before a great audience representa- 
tives from Mexico, Peru, Bolivia, Colombia, the West Indies, Ecuador and Chile, 
spoke of the evangelical work. It was an inspiring and moving story of intense 
activity and growth of the churches, as well as persecution at the hands of 
Roman Catholics, Said the delegate from Colombia, "it is an adventure to be an 
evangelical", and the delegate from Peru said that in practically every small 
town or village in his country you will find a little group of evangelicals 
known. by all for the kind of life they lead. 


During the second week one of the public meetings was 
addressed by Professor G, Baez—Camargo, Secretary of the Literature Committee 
of. the Committee on Cooperation in Latin America. His subject was "Evangelical 
Christianity in the Contemporary World", .He spoke of the three great historical 
movements of modern history, the Reformation, the Modern Missionary Movement, 
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and the Ecumenieal Movement. He showed how the struggle between freedom and 
unity worked out in Roman Catholicism and Frotestantism. In the former, freedom 
Was sacrificed to unity, and in the latter unity was sacrificed to freedom. 

With the right of private interpretation at the time of the Reformation came a 
proliferation of gects and denominations, but the great movement of our time was 
the drawing together of the evangelical churches which, while recognizing certain 
differences, were so conscious of the Lordship of Jesus Christ and of their 
common loyalty to Him, that they could work together for the Kingdom of God as 
brothers in Him. 


The final public meeting was an address by Bishop 
Barbieri, president of the Conference. He spoke on the theme "Marching Orders" 
and told the delegates that Christ does no& intend his church to fold its arms 
and wait. He wants His Church to be on the march...."Our conviction has been 
strengthened so that like the two of old on the road to Emmaus, we felt our 
heart burn within us, because we believe that our Lord visited us and spoke to 
us. and that. He is waiting to go with us along the great highways of our America." 


"Let us go forward with the light of truth of Christ 
burning in our hearts and with the Bible in our hands....and let us tell Latin 
America the story of how God's leve has filled our lives with hope and faith.ecs. 
ard that Christ offers himself to the world with open arms on a cross, seeking 
the lost, the oppressed, the rebellious everywhere, saying: Come unto me all..." 
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A study of the basic needs of Latin America in the light 
of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the facts which we here present, 
lead us to state that the presence of the Evangelical churches in our midst is 
not only fully justified but as urgertly needed as in any other part of the world. 
Therefore, we express our conviction that this work should be intensified. 


When we speak of the Latin American situation (in Spaxieh 
the word "realidad" is used--Ed), we mean the aggregate of many diverse factors, 
geographical, and physical, ethnical and cultural, economic, social and political, 
moral and religious, Our observations therefore have to be of a general nature 
and not always appiicable to any given country. 


In general it can be said that our countries have abun- 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND dant natural resources, largely undeveloped, By con= 
POLITICAL CONDITIONS trast with this potential wealth, we find the low stan- 
dard of living and the misery of the masses, due, on 
the one hand, to the monopoly of land and the unequal distribution of wealth, 
and on the other hand to the disinclination to work and save among many sectors 
of the nopulation, aggravated by the common practice of gambling. The failure 
to apply Christian principles to the solution of the social and political 
problems arising out of these conditions, has favored the development of materia-~ 
list ideologices contrary to the Christian spirit. 
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The tragic world events of recent years have aggravated 
many of these problems and given rise to new ones, The rapid industrialization 
of some of our countries has produced a serious demographic situation. While it 
is true that the population of Latin America continues to be largely rural, 
there is a considerable migration to the cities with the consequent problems 
of promiscuity, the disintegration of family life and the lowering of the worth 
of the individual among the masses, On the other ham we find the development, 
of a middle class as a result of the advance in social legislation. It is worth 
noting that women are taking an increasing part in social and political activi- 
ties, Another social phenomenon, which is becoming more and more general, is 
the grouping of individuals according to their interests in sports, social 
affairs, t rade unions, etc, In certain regions there are serious social and 
economic problems such as that of the Indian, the new immigration of displaced 
persons, etc. 


Personalism and instability of institutions characterize 
political life, while the military class and the clergy are seen interfering in 
civic activities. Popular feeling against countries predominant in international 
economic affairs favors the development of nationalism, communism and other 
movements such as the so-called Hispanidad Movement in Spanish-speaking countries. 


Our peoples have a valuable indigenous cultural founda~ 
CULTURAL, MORAL AND tion and there is a resurgence of tradition, However, 
RELIGIOUS FACTORS the possibility of the development of Latin American 

culture is based on a predominantly European acscultura- 
tion. At the same time the masses have only a very superficial education, and 
the rate of illiteracy in some regions is high, in spite of the commendable 
efforts to eliminate it. 


The Iberian substratum in our psychology accounts for 
the Latin American's individualism, his aesthetic, emotive and idealist sense, 
as well as his courtesy, generosity, universalism and ecclecticism. He has 
longings for perfection, and he is democratic and comprehensive in his outlook. 
He wants peace and freedom and possesses less racial discrimination than exists 
in other parts of the world. 


However, we cannot refrain frommentioning in a general 
Aecount of Latin American problems other negative characteristics which we 
attribute in part to the divorce between religion and ethics, There is a lack 

of moral conscience and of a sense of responsibility inthe individual and an 
insecurity which leads people to trust in intermediaries and "protectors" such 

as the Virgin and the saints, who intervene between man and God, the friend who 
uses his political influence, and analogous procedures in all walks of life. 

These have their roots in the traditional type of religion ha in our countries, 


To all this should be added other factors such as the 
damofal icing effects of two world wars and the increasingly corrupting influence 
on the customs of children and young people of vulgar and immoral themes in the 
movies, on the radio and in literature. 
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Four centuries of Roman Catholicism have not succeeded 
in giving our people a Christian sense of life, Religion is formal and exter- 
nal, if not a fusion of the paganism and superstitions of primitive peoples. 
Large racial groups in some countries have their own religions and are #pposed 
to any Christian influence, 


The Roman Catholic Church tries to ally itself with 
political parties in power and with the aristocracies, making sure of maintain- 
ing its dominion over governments and of defending its material interests. As 
a result it loses the allegiarce of the people, who become indifferent to, if 
not enemies of, religion; only a smali percentage of the population are practic- 
ing Roman Catholics, and outstaniing Catholics have stated that Latin American 
countries are mission lands. There are Roman Catholic missionary organizations 
in the United States which try to supplement the deficiencies in Latin American 
Catholicism by sending missionaries. In spite of the recent efforts of the 
Roman Catholic Churth, the ignorance of the Bible and its teachings is very 
great even among cultured people. 


The lack of any spiritual satisfaction makes confused 
people seek some authority, something which will fill the void left by Catholi- 
cism, and they are turning to esoteric cults and spiritualist philosophy, when 
they are not turning against all religion. The intellectuals and the students 
boast of their skepticism and the workers embrace materialist ideologies with 
almost religious zeal, 


The Roman Catholic Church combats evangelical work by 
spreading falsehoods and lies and even calumny in their pastoral letters, maga- 
zines and sermons, and at times instigates persecution and violence. On the 
other hand, the church uses its political influence to restrict the religious 
freedom granted by all our constitutions, and has an active campaign with the 
object of controlling public instruction in Latin America. 


Since it is the evangelical church which unites us and 
THE PRESENCE OF THE distinguishes us in Latin America, and as the term 
EVANGELICAL CHURCHES "Evangelical" has had wide acceptance, we recommend 
that with reference to our work in general we should 
use the term Evangelical Christianity. In referring to the churches in particu- 
lar, we recommend that in each case the word Evangelical be placed before the 
name of the denomination. . 


Evangelical Christianity in Latin America has given rise 
to strong autonomous churches, composed very largely of nationals, and whose 
Ihinistry is almost entirely national. 


The fact that in some areas evangelical churches have 
been in existence for more than a century indicates how they have grown up with 
the Latin American culture. The preaching of the Gospel evoked a response no 
less enthusiastic than the preaching of the Spanish Reformers did in the six- 
teenth century. 
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Many of the first independent governments formed by 
persons of liberal ideas of the time, welcomed the evangelicals who came to 
spread their doctrine among the people, and obtained full liberty for them. 
Where this freedom was obtained, after long and arduous efforts, it served to 
strengthen the faith and consecration of those who acted in such difficult cir- 
eumstances. 


In some countries, national sovereignty is not as old 
as the Evangelical Churches and the latter played an important part in the se~ 
curing of liberal legislation concerning civil marriage, secularization of ceme- 
teries, etc, Through the preaching of a religion with supreme emphases on per- 
sonal experience, on the basis of the Bible doctrines, such as salvation by 
grace, justification by faith and sanctification by the Holy Spirit, churches 
have been formed with faithful evangelicals, am they constitute a spiritual 
oasis in the midst of a desert of a formal and external religion such as pre- 
dominates among our peoples. We do not hesitate to say that the Evangelical 
Churches, spread throughout Latin America, are effective bulwarks against the 
diffusion of materialist and extremist ideologies as well as superstition and 
obscurantism, 


Through the organization of Sunday Schools--a typically 
evangelical form of work~-the evangelical churches have succeeded in getting 
Christian principles into thousands of homes, thus contributing to the strenthen- 
ing of the family, as well as to leading children into the way of truth. 


Through its educational establishments, some of which are 
mearly a hundred years old, and many of which are model institutions, the chur- 
ches have set the pace and given an example for public instruction in many coun- 
tries, These institutions have formed generations of public men in Latin America 
who are friends or members of the evangelical churches. In the present struggle 
against illiteracy the evangelical churches have also taken the initiative, 


Through campaigns against alcoholism and social vice the 
evangelical churches have been an important factor in the betterment of the com- 
munity and above all in the regeneration of a large number of individuals. The 
most necessary social work has often been begun by organizations created by the 
evangelical churches and the latter have always struggled along with insufficient 
resources and with real sacrifice. 


The efforts that are being made to redeem the large 
Indian population that exists in some countries are almost entirely put forth by 
the evangelical churches, impelled by the conviction that in the sight of God all 
are equal and there is neither white nor black, The results of this work have 
demonstrated that among the indigenous people of Latin America the Gospel can 
form splendid Christian personalities. 


Books, magazines, periodicals, and tracts, have brought 
the Latin American people in touch with the enormous spiritual and intellectual 
treasures of world evangelical thought. If our peoples have. any knowledge at all 
of the Bible and the truths it contains, and even of its great value as a monu- 
mental literary work, they owe it to the work of the evangelical churches and the 
Bible Societies, 
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Through the use of radio the evangelical churches are 
putting within reach of millions of Latin Americans a knowledge of the funda- 
mental truths of Christianity as well as contributing to the spread of artistic 
treasures in music and hymnology. 


This brief exposition of what the evangelical churches 
have done and are doing in Latin America increases our conviction that this is 
the place in which, under God's providence, we should testify to our faith and 
thank God for placing this responsibility upon us, assured that He will give us 
the ability and the strength to continue with our mission. 


Ile MESSAGE AND MISSION OF EVANGEL 
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Our message for America and for the world is Jesus 
OUR MESSAGE Christ and his Gospel. Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son 
of Man, is the revelation of the nature am of the de- 
signs of God as Father, perfect and infinite in love, 
justice and holiness. 


This message is in the Bible, It is the supreme source 
of our knowlege of God and of his redemptive revelation in Jesus Christ. Ina 
unique sense. it is the word of God. Through His Word, God communicates with man. 
The reading of the Bible is therefore indispensable for the spiritual life of 
every Christian. The Christian Church must distribute the Bible and proclaim its 
teaching to the whole of society. 


Man was created by God in his image and likeness for a 
life of communion with Him and fratemal relationship with his fellowmen. But 
in the exercise of his God-given freedom, man rebels against the divine will 
and tries to be his ow law, and from this rebellion, which is the essence of sin, 
proceeds human disorder resulting in misery and evil. Incapable of saving him- 
self man needs conversion, pardon and regeneration,.-In the Gospel we find the 
divine response to our need. "God so loved the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have ever- 
lasting life." (John 3: 16), God in His infinite love has taken the initiative 
to save men, He has come to us in his fullness in Jesus of Nazareth, who con- 
quered the power of sin and death. In the presence of Jesus Christ there is 
aroused and deepened a consciousness of sin and guilt, and at the same time there 
is revealed to us what we can become through Him. His redeeming passion and 
death on Calvary give us the security of the forgiveness of the Father, “who was 
in Christ, reconciling Himself unto the world", and who receives by His grace 
alone all those who return to Him in repentence and faith, Since the resurrec- 
tion of Christ is the victory of God it guarantees the triumph over sin and death 
ofall those who believe in Him. In communion with the living Christ, we are 
made, here amd now, partakers of eternal life, Ami in the strength of Christ and 
the joy of forgiveness, we enter into a new life of faith, self-denial, of ser- 
vice. to our fellowmen and victory over evil. 
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Through the gift of Christ, God granted the Holy 
Spirit, Comforter and Spirit of truth, to found and to preserve the chureh, the 
community of those whom God has called “out of darkness into marvellous light", 
And through the guidance and the power of the Spirit, the church proclaims to 
the world the saving work of Christ for the conversion of unbelievers and the 
sanctification of believers. The church teaches men about the love of its 
Master and Lord and approaches them with the preaching of the Gospel of Grace; 
it practices the ministry of mercy, teaching and health; it promotes peace and 
good will among men; it testifies against evil and injustice and in its prayers 
places before God the sorrow and anguish of those who suffer, In spite of their 
human imperfections, which pain and humiliate us, we believe that in the churches 
we have the true Church of Christ. Through His Church the living Christ says to 
men "Come unto me", "He who follows me will not walk in darkness but will have 
the light of life", 


Christ urges his followers to seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, which means accepting the sovereignty of God in every-~ 
thing and everyone, The Kingdom of God is not of this world, nor can it manifest 
itself perfectly in any economic, social or cultural order; but the presence of 
the Kingdom in the world implies not only the regeneration of the individual but 
the transformation of every aspect of human life, through the work of the Holy 
Spirit in regenerated lives through obedience; because according to the purposes 
ef God no one should be outside His sovereignty, Christ will establish His King~ 
dom of love and justice and at last, under the absolute dominion of God, there 
will be "a new heaven and a new earth", 


rw The mission of the evangelical churches is above all 
THE MISSION OF EVAN} else that of being true members of the body of Christ, 
GELICAL CHRISTIANITY fulfilling all the functions inherent in the ministry 
for which it was created by the Lord of the Church. 
Therefore, they must proclaim the message which has been committed unto them, 
declaring boldly the divine will in the face of human situations, as it has been 
revealed through the Bible, prayer and meditation, — 


The proclamation of the message must be positive but 
without hesitating to carry on an apologetic work, as the circumstances may de- 
mand, in order to oppose error with truth, always in the spirit of Christ and in 
a constructive way, 


This proclamation will be done by means of preaching, 
whether orally or written, through collective action of the church, and by exam- 
ple, both of the believers in particular, and in the life of the church itself, 


Through its ministry to the downcast; the sick, the dis- 
inherited, the victims of injustice and the needy of all walks of life, the chur- 
ches must show that they, like their Lord, are not in the world to be ministered 
unto, but to minister. 


Through the example of transformed lives, they will 
demonstrate to men the value and the beauty of human life when it remains obedient 
to God,” 
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Through the richness of its inner life the depth of its 
fellowship and the harmony of relations among those who belong to the holy bro- 
therhood of believers, the evangelical churches will show the peoples of Latin 
America the glorious possibilities in the life of a community guided by love and 
serviee to Christ. (By "community" we mean the relationship which exists among 
all. members of. the congregation). 


Within this mission we believe that Evangelical Christi- 
anity has some special contribution to make in Latin America, such as: 


Part of the mission of Evangelical Christianity is to 
The. Distribution place the Bible in the hands of the people so that they 
of the Bible may satisfy their spiritual thirst in the eternal foun- 

tain of the Gospel; and to promote the daily reading 
of the Bible among its own people, in order to strengthen their Christian 
comvictions. 


The Evangelical Churches must teach their members to 
Worship worship God "in spirit and in truth", through medita- 

tion on the word of God and trying to secure their 
active participation in worship through prayer, singing and music. 


Evangelical Christianity seeks to establish the spiritual 

Strengthening basis of an integral and healthy family life. With this 
the Home object it will seek to create an attitude of greater 

respect for womanhood; and it will insist on a single 
moral standard for both men and women. It will also insist on the need for sexual 
purity and marital fidelity as necessary elements in the growth of love, without 
which a home ceases to be. It must also seek to create a spiritual atmosphere 
and high moral ideals which permit the formation of character and total develop- 
ment of the personality of the children. 


: Evangelical Christians must be like "the salt of the 
Facing the earth and the light of the world", manifesting these 
Community , qualities in action, helping to uplift the standard of 

living, spiritually, morally, intellectually and 
physically of the people. With this objective they will carry on literacy can~ 
paigns, and establish schools and colleres, produce and distribute good litera- 
ture and arouse interest and love for the better things of life. They will try 
to create in the individual a spirit of civic responsibility, capable of assur~ 
ing the enjoyment of complete freedom in every aspect of life. As to questions 
of the socio-economic order, Evangelical Christianity will exalt the dignity of 
man, as the object of the love and mercy of God, against the pretensions. of those 
whe would subordinate him to the interests and prejudices of class, nationality, 
race or religion. It will call men to meet the supreme demands of leve and jus- 
tice and awaken a deep sense of responsibility and love of honest work. It will 
defent the freedom and rights of men, conscious of the value of individual 
personality. 


From the foregoing general message we would like to 
THE MESSAGE FOR emphasize now the principal points of importance for 
LATIN AMERICA Latin America, 


in 


esi to doqeb end etl r9mmi eti to esonrloix oft davotdl 
-ord yfod eit ot gnofsd onw saodd gnome anotisfot to ysomrsd sdt bas qidewollet 
aigsd to eelqoeq odd wore Lf tw eorowro [sotfognsve ont eetsvetled to boorlzods 
bis evel yd bebtuy ytinwmmos 6 to stil end nt esttilidteeoq exotioly edd sotromA 
anoms edeixe dotdw gidenoltsfer odd nsom ow "Ydinummoo" yd) .setidd of sotvice 
: e(notssgsignoo oft to etedmem del 


~fjeindd Lsotfennsve Sedd svetiod ow noteeim eidd niddiw 
“28 dove ,sobromA midsd at sem of nokdudindnoo I[stooqe omoe aed ‘dike 


ot at ydinsivetidd [sotfegnsvd Yo moteeim odd to ted ih aaa 
ysdd dsdt o@ olqoeq ond to ebnad edt at ofdi@ ont soslq obdliell ofl 
“aot Lemtete edt nt Jeridd favsiniqe aiedd vieitse yem eldid ent, Ic 
auibsox yiisab si¢ etomomwq oF bis ;feqeaod eff to atst 
nattefiid uted? nendgneite of sebio at .sigqosq mwo edt gnomes ofdté orit te 
eenofso£ vier 


od exodmem akonlt doses daum esdowudd Leollsgisvd oxAT — 
-siibem dgvoris ."dturt of bas dbtige ai" boo qidatow _ gidetob 

xiont sivose as sityad bas boo to brow ant.no mott 
»oleum bas goignte .reysiq dguois qtdetow ni aokteqioksisq ovbioe 


feutiniqe ond deiidsteo of arise Utkin tte iad {aot fognsvl . 
etd? dsiw ,.stif ylimsit yidleed bus [srgstni as to etasd ee: 
qesss1g Yo sbuticts as sfseto oF ~ese Iliw 3L. doofdo . 
ofante s mo detent {ftw sf bas ;boorasmow tot tooqact 
feuxse tol been oft mo detent cefs [liw SI .momow. bus mom Avod rot bisbnsde fst00 
sSuontiw ,evol te ddwetg odd mt ednomols yiseesoen es yYstishtt fatizem bus ¥shawc 
stonqeomts isudintqe 6 stset9 of xoee oels daum tI 26d od eoasso omod 8 dob 
-~yolsveb Issos bas tedostsdo to nokteamict odd ¢imreq dotdw alsobt [erom dgid bag 
: easitbitde edt to ystiisnoeteq oft to dren 


edt to tise edd" otf od deum ensiteticdd Isetfognsvd 3 5 ll 
seedd gnideotinam ."blacw ond to distil eAgy bas dtass eit yntos® 
to bisbaste ont Stilqu of gniqied ,noites ai eelidtisup YS Eom. 

bis YUlleutsoolfoini .vilstom .yileutiaige .anivil 

-m59 Yostedit no ymseo [liw yedd ovitostdo atdd dtiw -olqoeq. eid ‘to yLisoieysic 
-si1edit boox sunriyg tbh bas soubor .esjellos bas aloorve datldsies bas .,2mgiec 
vit {ibw yedxT .otil to egnidd rstted sft 10% evel ins destotni sevors bas ow: 
~iuees io sldsqss .ydilidienogese: ofvio te ditiqa s feubivibnt sit ai stssto o 
anotdesup of eh .Sitl to doegqes yieve ai mobsatt stelqmoe to. dmamyoime odd gai 
to ydingtb ont dfexe Siow ytinsitelidd Isollegasva .tebio oimonooe~olgoa odd. kc 
seodd to enotenedeirq odd dentsss , bod to yotsom bas ovol odd to dostdo ond as man 
Vtifenolisa ,easfo lo eesibuterq bas edeotsini odt o¢ min stsnibtodue bivow ons 
~eut bas evel to ebnsmeb omeiqua odd doom of nom [iso Lliw tI. .noftgilet 10 99s 
{fiw tI ,a%10ow deonod to ovel hs ytilidienogeot to ssnes qeob s mowdsws bas 9okk 
isubivibni to aulsv ot to evotoenon .mem to etdgit bas.mobsott oft gnstst 
Yds [snoetec 


_ ot stif bluow ow 9382@ om lexoneg gaiegetol edt movi. —" 
sot sonsdrogmt to ednioq Lsqtoniaq ont wor os Lesdqme Aa ADACEIM 
ebotiomA at dsl AOIAGMA U 


ait 


The Universal Recognizing that, the concept of the justice of God has 
Love of God been amply emphasized, we declare without diminishing 

the concept of justice, that the evangelical message 
should accentuate more the love of God and the fact that God is profoundly in- 
terested in the salvation of each human being since for him there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, man nor woman, 


Our Message is Christ must be the center of our message, because there 
Christo;Cent ric is no Gospel without Christ, We believe in the his- 

toric Christ, who is also the redeeming and living 
Christ, manifesting himself in the life of everyone who seeks Him as Saviour, 
Lord and Master, 


The Salvation Christ brings salvation to man, body, soul and spirit, 
of Man making him partaker of eternal life, from the moment 
Jesus saves him from the power of sin. Furthermore, 
the influence of Christ in the life of the individual, energized by the power 
ef the Holy Spirit, will be made felt in all sectors of daily activity; in the 
family, the church, place of work, the community, the nation and the world, 


Value of the It has been common in our America, as in the rest of 
Human Personality the work, to subordinate man to the lower interests, 

We should point out that Christ gave supreme value to 
the individual, both in his repudiation of moral evil, and in his profound sym- 
pathy for the disinherited in society. Therefore, in accord with the ¢Lassical 
declaration of Jesus that "the Sabbath was made for man and not man for the 
Sabbath", we understand that there is no institution, however noble and just its 
aims may be, that has the right to use man as a mere instrument. 


Ethical Sense of the The Christianity that Latin America has known through 
Christian Religion the Roman Catholic Church laeks aw ethical basis; it 

has been expressed rather in ceremonies, rites, external 
and traditional forms, and because of this we must emphasize the profound ethical 
character of the teachings of Christ, This ethic is not legalist nor merely 
external; it springs from the life of Jesus himself and is motivated by a love 
which gives without hope of reward. Thus there must be perfect accord between 
the practices of worship and its expression in daily life, ami action, following 
the exhortation of Paul to present our bodies ".a living sacrifice,. holy, 
acceptable unto God", 


Moral Values (a) In the face of hypocrisy and deceit so common in 
many sectors of our people, emphases should be given to 
the value which truthfulness, sincerity and honest. have 

both for the individual and for society. 


(b) One of the most acute moral problems among our. peo- 
ple is the lack of purity and holiness in the home, which, for historic reasons, 
has got. away from the Christian ideal. Asa result it is necessary to place more 
value on purity of custom or habit and on the hame as a basic institution in the 
life ef the nations, 
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(c) "Caudillismo" in Hispanic America and "coronel{smo" 
in Portuguese America (domination by a military leader or chief) have sown hatred, 
intolerance, and irreconcilable division in many aspects of civil, political 
and religious life, There has grown up a kind of intellectual aristocracy which 
has expressed itself in ambition and materialistic selfishness. We must there-~ 
fore preach tolerance, respect for life and other peoples! ideas, the obligation 
to use material possessions for the Glory of God and the good of one's neighbor, 
the right to freedom of thought, of conscience and of worship, and the sense of 
vocation and service, according to the words of Jesus, “he that is greatest 
among you let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve", 


(d) We mst destroy the false concept that inte] Lectual 
work is more dignified than manual labor, Let us preach the dignity of all labor 
and create a sense of mission in life. 


{e) Because of the deep roots which the idea of the 
priesthood has in the thought and customs of our people, we would emphasize the 
liberty and the right of each individual believer to approach without any inter- 
mediary save Jesus Christ, and to intercede for others, that is, the priesthood 
of all believers. 


(f) As against a materialist interpretation of life, 
which regards the solving of economic problems the prime factor in solving all 
problems, we must insist on the injunction of Christ, “seek ye first the Kingdom 
of God and His Righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you", 
placing spiritual values among material ones, 


SIPURA, EN TAL P bAN. OF EVANGEL TC A L 
ACTION 


Recognizing that evangelization is the prime function of 


EVANGELISM AND THE the evangelical churches in accordance with the impera- 

CREATION OF CHURCHES tive of Christ, "Go ye into all the world and preach 

IN LATIN AMERICA the Gospel to every creature", we urge the evangelical 
people to consecrate themselves anew to this work, 

The Spirit of Impelled by the Holy Spirit, the evangelist goes out to 

Evangelism preach the good news of grace and pardon and seeks 


strength, joy and camfort in the constant study of the 
Seriptures and in prayer, 


To evangelize is a matter of life and death for the 
evangelicai Christian, Either we evangelize or we shall fail tragically. 


Means and Methods Called to be ambassadors of Christ, we have a mandate, 
of Evangelism and a message from God to the world and our methods and 

instruments of evangelization should be in accord with 
them, Personal work should occupy first place in evangelism, However, it is 
necessary that the evangelist maintain direct contact with other believers and 
evangelical groups. 
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Evangelism should be carried on everywhere and on every 
appropriate occasion; in tents, in the open air, in suburbs, in homes and in 
theaters, and through the use of radios and loudspeakers, 


Formation of Churches The Church is the union of believers, it is the environ- 
as Living Organisms ment in which, through worship and communion with God, 

and with one another, the means for the strengthening 
and spiritual growth of the individual are found, 


Missionaries and We recognize with gratitude the missionary work carried 
Nationals, Partners in on in Latin America, as an expression of the fraternal 
Obedience in a Common feeling of Christians of other countries, We are glad 
Task that the years of experience have produced strong chur- 
ches and outstanding workers, but at the same time we 

recognize that there is much to be done in Latin America and there are great op- 
portunities for the Gospel. We therefore reguest the mission boards that they 
contime to send. missionaries to Latin America, to collaborate with the nationals, 
We recommend that when considering the sending of,.missionaries this should be 
done in consultation with the respective bodies in different countries, In this 
respect, ami in view of the good results obtained, we recommend the adoption of 

a "modus operandi" among the younger. churches and the older ones, We also sug- 
sake the possibility and desirability of missionaries not being limited to those 
of a given nationality. 


Evangelization of Within the general work of evangelization and the for- 
Special Groups mation of churches we. recognize the need for facing the 
problem of special groups or situations. 


Workers. To spread the Gospel among the working class 
it is necessary to know the environment in which they live and work, as well as 
the language, customs, reading mtter, etc,., in order to adapt the message to 
their psychology. We recommend evangelistic meetings in workers? districts 
periodically. 


Rural Areas. Since the rural population is the basis of 
the Latin American countries and evangelical work has not been developed among 
it, we recommend greater attention be ¢iven to it. We suggest the recruitment of 
specially prepared lay workers and pastors, the visits of caravans, Bible coa- 
ches, colportage, radio work adapted to rural people, social and cultural centers, 
etc, 


Students and Intellectuals. The two principal problems, 
as regards students, are developing tl the spiritual life of university and high 
school students and the winning of students for Christ. Latin American students, 
generally speaking, are disillusioned with religion and are seeking spiritual 
satisfaction in philosophical and political ideas opposed to Christianity. Among 
the means for carrying on work among students ares; the personal influence of 
Christian teachers and students, the establishing of student hostels and student 
centers as in the University of Puerto Rico and Havana, forums, lectures by out- 
standing evangelicals, the production and distribution of literature on philo- 
sophical, political and social questions. 


oS fom 


Yieve no bre ersrwytsvs no beintso ed biverds mel Legneva 
nt bas eomord nt ,edwdue at ,tis neqo eft ai ,etnod mt pmotesoso efstiqotqas 
eeterxsoqebyel bas aokbs1 Yo cau ort dguont? brs. etodsers 


-nouivne oft et $f yetovet{ed Yo noimu ot et domd9 orf aorouul) Yo nobssmro% 
, bod ddiw notaummoo bas qidetow davowid ,doinw ai drnom ameineg70 gaivit es 
agninentgnoige edt tol ensem ont vreddons eno ddiw brs 

ebavot ors Isubivibnt sndt to déworg Laudtrtge bas 


betwrso aAiow ywisnoleeim off sbuskistg déiw estmagocet sW bas eotisnoteeiM 
ismregetl odd to moteastqxe as ee ,soitemA nidsd ni no 8 st erendisd .2efsnoiisll 
bs{y o1s ov) «.2omdnuos asd¢o to ensivetadd to gnilest fommo0 s at sense tbedO 
-msdo gnorte bosyborq sven sonstasqxe to areoy ond Jad west 

ew omic omse ond fs dud ,eaodiow gatbasdetvuo bas eoris S 
-qo dsotg ove orodt bons soitanA nideal at enob od of dovm ef oternt sit ostagosst 
yeds telg ebiaod soleatm add gesucor srototsdd sW .Loqeod edt tot eettinudiog 
eeisnotten edt diiw stetodeifos of ,soiromA atdel ot esiisnoteaim bnee of suntdnoo 
ed bi{uode elcid estasnoteeim to gatbnea edt gattobtenoce asriw sedd baemmoset oW 
eitnt ol .eshrinuoo dnetottib at eetbod evitoeqeet oft ddiw nokistinemoo nf eaeab 
to noldqohs sdd bnammogot ow .benisido etivest boog ont Yo weftv ni Ins .Josqest 
-gque oats sW ,eeno t9bfo ont bas earotmads tognuoy elt gnome "Lbnusteqo aubom" ~s 
saont of bodimif anied don qo ltenohap te to ywtilidsitesb bis yiltdfeeoq oft Seog 
sUiiisaotien mevig & To 


~rot oft bos noldserfsansvs to thow Istensy et nidciw 29 noldssite 1 vil 
edt gifost 10% bosm efid ssimgooet ow earlousdo Yo not tam  eque1d Is 
| eenottisutie 16 equots datooge to mofdouq 


seslo gniotiow odt gnoms Iseqeod edt bsetqeoT .erottolW 
es [few es ,#10w bon evil yod? nNoftrw ak tnomnotivns odd wond of visesososnm ef Jr 
ot oaneeam eds jqsbs of teb10 ni .,St¢9 ,todtem gnibso1 ,emodauo ,sgeugneal odd 
egoizdetb ‘atodtow mi egni¢sem oldetiegnsvo bnommooc: oW .ygolodoyeg tions 
| Dei  B 


to afesd off ef nofttsiuqoq Let efg soni® .esoth Leth 
gnomes beqofeveb msed ton eat Atow isotloansve bas esitdnuod nsolremk mited ond 
to dnomsisroor oft teogqe sW dk ot novia sd notinetts rstse%3 baommooet sw ,dt 
-so9 sidit@ ,ensvatso to atieiv oft .etotesq bans erartrow ysl botaqe1q yLisrooge 
<e1Sdr989 fswivo fas {sicoe ,siqoeq [et od bedqsbs gow oibst ,sgsdrogiog , serio 
2dd9 


yameidorq I[sqtoniaq ows sf? .elautoollotnl bra ednobute 
figin bas ytletoviny Yo etki Laucintga ods (S ankqolovsb ets ,ednebyude ebraget es 
~esnebute msottomA midsl .deincd9 1032 ednobudea to yntnantw oft bas ejnobute Loorloe 
feudtiige gnixdsse ois bas notgile: ctiw bonoterlIteltb ers ,aninisoqe vilerensey 
gomA ,ytinsivertd) of bozoqqo esebl Jsoisdtiog bas [soirqoeolkiq ni noltostet tee 
to goneylint Isnoetsq odd /;e18 ednobute anoms A1ow no gnivriss aot ansom ont 
dnebute bas eloteod dnebude to gntretidsdes odd .adnebute bns erodssed nettePrdd 
-3u0 yd getstool ,emutot ,snsveH .bns ooff ojre ‘to ytietovinl odd ot es etedneo 
~oltdq no sitsioesif ‘to mnotdudittetb bis solsoubouq ont eeisoileyisve gatbasse 
eenotseoup Istooe brs isokttlog feotriqos 


oh 


Indians. we see in the masses of indigenous people in 
Latin America a special challenge to the churches. We.are convinced that only 
in the Gospel do we have the solution of the problems of the Indian, We 
recommend : 
1, The creation of agricultural colonies. as at 

Guatajata, in Bolivia, the United Andean Indian Mission in 

Ecuador and Dourados in Brazil, emphasizing the interdenomina- 

tional character of these projects. 


2. Establishment of primary schools for Indians 
to give teaching regarding physical, social and spiritual 
health. 


3, The founding of Bible schools for the prepara~ 
tion of lay preachers, teachers and other Christian workers. 


4. . Intensification of literacy campaigns. 


5. Increase Bible translation work and the pro- 
duction of evangelical literature in Indian languages. 


6. Use of radio and visual aids. 
7. Intensification of missionary work: 


(a) requesting mission boards to send 
more missionaries specially prepared for 
this work. 

(b) sending missionaries from Latin 
American churches to work anong Indians as 
is being done among the Aymara and Mapuche 
Indians. 


Israelites am other Non-Christian Groups. While we 
appreciate the work which has been done in some countries by missions among 
Israelites, we urge the evanyelical churches to consider the evangelization of 
the people of Israel as a part of its total responsibility and to adopt, where 
circumstances would make them desirable, means and methods of reaching this 
section of the population. 


Where other non-Christian groups exist the evangelical 
churches should consider the evangelization of these as a part of their task and 
include workers specially prepared, 


Foreign Language Churches. In view of the important 
work which has been carried on for more than a century by evangelical churches in 
foreign languages, we express our recognition of what has been accomplished and 
the influence of the Gospel which has been made felt in the formation of our 
peoples, At the same time we suggest that these churches do not limit their ae- 
tion to preserving traditional values, but that they train new generations, which 
have less ties to the faith and language of their parents, so that they may give 
themselves to Christ and identify themselves as evangelical citizens in their 
respective Latin American countries, 
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Having in mind that Christian education is an important 
EDUCATION OF THE part of the total, program of the church, we believe 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY that in order to fulfill its real function in the 

Christian community it should be based on the principles 
and purposes outlined in the Curriculum Conferencesin Rio de Janeiro in 1947 and 
Buenos Aires in 1949. It should take into account: 


Considering that the Sunday School is formed by persons 
The Church of all ages and while it is not the only agency of 
Christian education, it is the most important. Great 
attention should be given to organization, program and teaching materials. We 
recommend that other agencies related to the church should be taken into account, 
namely: 


1. Leagues or Societies of children, young people 
or adults, 
2. Daily Vacation Bible Schools. 
3. Normal Classes for preparing workers. 
4, Camps or institutes, 
5. Retreats 
6. Classes on religion in evangelical schools 
and colleges, 
7. The home, 
8. Special groups such as the student movements, etc. 


As there is a shortage of schools and colleges in Latin 
Evangelical. Schools America and having in mind the important work carried on 
and Colleges by evangelical institutions in the formation of Chris- 
tian character we recommend: 


1. That wherever possible there be established primary 
schools in mural areas am secondary schools. 


2. That youth be challenged to consider the vocation of 
Christian teaching so that we may have a larger number of evangelical 
teachers for our schools. 


3, That in the large cities, student hostels be 
established. 


4, That in the near future one or more evangelical 
bnivdiraittd os be established in Latin “merica. 


5, That our schools and colleges may better fulfill their 
mission: 
{a) Wherever possible they be established as 
on a basis of interdenominational cooperation, 
(b) That these institutions be characterized 
by a genuinely Christian atmosphere. 
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(c) That one of their principal aims be 
that of educating evangelical children and 
young people in a Christian atmosphere; that 
Scholarships be granted to pupils without 
resources, | 

(d) That special courses en materidils be 
prepared for the program of Christian Edudations 


We Heebithiend that gteates education be given to the 

The Preparation and preparation of laymen, in local of regiénal institutes 

Organization of Laymen and Bible Institutes, having in mind the principal 
groups of laymen in our churches sucn as: 


(a) Youth. It is the duty of the church to deepen 
the spiritual life and prepare young people for active service to God 
and humanity, 


Young people should have the opportunity of organizing 
campaigns of evangelism and gocial action. We recommend that vigorous 
support be given to ULAJE (Latin American Youth Movement), and that co- 
operation be given for the next Latin American Youth Conference to be held 
in Rio de Janeiro in 1951. Moreover opportunity should be given to ULAJE 
to relate itself more definitely with the cooperative movement in the 
churches, 


(b) Women, We should take into account the great 
contribution which women have made in all spheres of life when they have 
been given opportunities on a basis of equality with men, and also the 
valuable contribution they have made in the church. We believe, there- 
fore, that women should be given opportunities for greater participation 
in the work of the churches promoting the organization of women's societies 
within. the churches; that support be given to united work of wamen's 
groups in Latin America, We would emphasize as objectives of women's work 
the evangelization of women and the formation of Christian homes. 


(c) Laymen. We recommend the organization of men!s 
societies or fraternal groups to deepen the spiritual life through the 
study of the scriptures, prayer, family worsiip, helping them t. cone 
secrate themselves to individual and collective evangelization, developing 
the spirit of brotherliness and preparing them to take an active part 
in the formation of a society that would refleet the ideals of the Sermon 
on the Mount, 


(d) Christian Home. As the home is the fundamental 
unit of human society we believe that the church should do everything 
possible to reach it with its influence, and there should be the closest 
cooperation between the church, its ageneies of Christian education and 

the parents. 
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Considering the great importance of implementing the 
Curriculum projects outlined by the Curriculum Conference held in 
Conference Buenos Aires, July 11-16, 1949, we recommend that the 

Committee on Cooperation in Latin America and the World 
Council on Christian Education give immediate attention and full support so that 
these projects may became a reality in the near future, 


THE OUTREACH OF THE The different denominations in Protestantism owe their 
WORK OF THE CHURCH existence to historical and religious factors. They are 
the result of the right of private interpretation and 
Interdenominational the diversity of psychological needs of individuals and 
Cooperation groups. On the other hand since these divisions are the 


result of human limitations it is desirable not to con- 
tinue an unlimited proliferation. The existence of denominations never justifies 
antagonisms among believers. Therefore we emphasize the importance of interde- 
nominational cooperation as an expression of love binding together those who 
belong to Christ. 


When we speak of cooperation we are not thinking of 
organic union of different denominations, much less the creation of a super- 
church, but the coordination of efforts, resources and general interest for the 
cause of Christ. 


The. facts go to prove that interdenominational coopera- 
tion, far from diminishing evangelical and missionary zeal, stimulates it and 
brings about a deepening in the spiritual life of the churches. 


In view of the foregoing this conference issues a call to 
the National Councils or Confederations of Churches to try to make them more 
representative, with a greater participation of evangelical groups in the various 
countries, In those countries where there is no evangelical council we call 
upon the churches to establish them with the help of the boards of missions, the 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin America and neighboring councils. We call upon 
the churches to give greater financial support to the councils. 


| Cooperation through these organizations is not legisla- 
tive in character, It is always voluntary, members being able to participate 
in some or all gf the programs, according to their interest, 


We recommend that the councils in the different countries 
in Latin America include the word “evangelical” in their title, 


One of the great advantages of cooperation is that it 
provides a means of expression before the authorities and the nation in general. 
Another advantage is that the evangelical churches are able to take action to- 
gether to support their educational institutions, social work, etc., which once 
maintained by denominations or privately, find themselves in difficulties. 


This conference condemns all narrow proselytism and all 
hostility toward spiritual unity and the drawing together of churches in Latin 
American countries and rejoices in the growth of Christian brotherliness in these 
lands. ‘ 
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To the denominations or mission boards which may be 
interested in establishing new work in fields already occupied by other denomina- 
tions, this conference recommends that they get in touch with the respective 
rational councils and the churches concerned, in order that: 


(a) The work may be coordinated, and attention be given 
to rural areas first, (b) in the case of towns, the need for new work be care- 
fully studied and aise the relation between population and existing work, (c) 
any new work may be established in a spirit of Christian harmony. 


The conference considers that social work undertaken 
Social Action should not be an end in itself, but rather an expression 

of the Christian spirit of leve and sympathy, as in the 
case of the parable of the Good Samaritan. This social action should not be 
limited to palliatives but rather be a task of education, moral upbuilding 
tending toward the Christianization of society. 


The different kinds of social work being done are worth~ 
while, but the conference cannot refrain frem stating its conviction that much 
of it could be carried on mre efficiently, ard in greater measure, if it were 
done interdenominationally. This is partvicvlarly true in the case of the main- 
taining and running of benevolent institutions such as hospitals, homes for the 
aged, orphanages, etc. 


There are in our Latin America some problems of such 
magnitude that their solution would demand the cooperation of all the construc- 
tive forces, Among these are unsanitary and deficient housing, the traffic in 
women and children, regulated prostitution, etc, The churches should give all 
their support to the struggle to extirpate these evils, and even take the 
initiative to do so, 


The conference recommends the intensification of cam= 
paigns against alcoholism, gambling and other such evils which are so evident in 
our countries, 


The conference appreciates what the churches are doing 
for displaced persons, ami urges councils and the churches in general to give 
aid wherever fossible, having in mind that many of these people can enrich the 

life of the evangelical churehes, 


Christian Movements. We recognize with satisfaction the 
Collaboration With presence in Latin America of Christian lay movements, 
Other Institutions some of them of world outreach, which have as their ob- 

ject the development of Christian character and the 
needs as far as the spiritual, moral, cultural, physical and social life of 
individuals is concerned, We recommend that evangelicals cooperate with such 
movements. 


Bible Societies, In view of the fact that millions of 
people in Latin America do not know the Bible, or have not heard its message, 
we recommend that the evangelical forces give decided support to the indispens- 
able work of the United Bible Societies, 
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The eonferettce expresses its gratitude for the tremen- 
dous labor of the American Bible Society and the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety in the dissemination of the Scriptures during the past hundred and thirty 
years, a labor which has helped establish firmly the spiritual unity of the 
evangelical forces of the continent, 


The conference views with great satisfaction the 
Cooperation With Regional progress made in the work of evangelization and 
and International Chris- Christian education, and recognizes with gratitude 


tian Organizations the valuable contribution of the International 
| Missimary Council and the World Council of Christian 
Education. 


On making a study of the nature and outreach of evan- 
gelical work in Latin America we find that the valuable contribution of the 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin America is outstanding in, (a) the development 
of the wrk in general, (b) the drawing together of the churches, (c) the pro- 
duction and distribution of literature, (d) the preaching of the Gospel by radio, 
(e) the dissemination of information about evangelical work in different countries 
throughout the continent. Because of these the conference resolves; (1) to 
accord a vote of thanks and gratitude to the Committee on Cooperation in Latin 
America, (2) to urge the churches and councils to back the work of the Committee 
in a reciprocal way so that it my be intensified, 


7 Recognizing that the United Nations and its dependent 
Organizations of organizations mark an important step in the realization 
International Order of a dream of a federation of nations, and that the 

world problem is not only political but one of individual 
ethics which must be inspired by Christ, the Conference recommends: (1) that the 
churches facilitate the understanding among those who across political frontiers 
accept @ common faith and worship the same God and believe in the truth and 
power of the Gospel, 


Three types of institutions are necessary: 


MINISTERIAL 

PREPARATION Pg (a) Simple Bible schools or institutes, with 
minimum requirements, for the preparation of 

The Theological Institutions pastors and evangelists among indigenous people 

And Their Relation to the Chur~ and other f¢roups with limited cultural re- 

ches and Their Environment sources, Such institutions should function 


among these people so that the students do not 
get away from the environment in which they will serve. 


(b) Bible institutes or semimries requiring at least 
sixth grade work, to prepare pastors for churches with lower intellectual stan- 
dards. 


(c) Seminaries requiring secondary instruction, and 
giving three to five years of theological studies. 


It is recognized that some institutions can offer pro- 
grams that would prepare two types of workers, but it is evident that none can 
supply the needs of all types of fields, 
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The number of candidates, with few exceptions, is insuf- 
Students ficient to supply the needs of tne churches. In view of 

the growth of the work, there should be at least one 
student in preparation for every three pastors in active service, 


Recognizing the divine character of the call to the 
ministry, we would also mention the human factors such as: (1) The personal 
influence of the pastor, whose life and word are witnesses to the dignity and 
value of the ministry; (2) The influence of an enthusiastic and live cong rega=- 
tion with a sense of its missionary and evangelistic responsibility; (3) The 
influence of a pious home which gives the sense of Christian vocation. 


The following factors militate against the consecration 
of youth to the ministry: (1). The precarious economic situation of the pastors 
of some churches; (2) The lack of consideration for the work and mission of the 
pastor; (3) materialistic and utilitarian concepts among youth. 


These could be counteracted by raising the ministera*® 
salaries to a reasonable level, through the teaching and practice of Christian 
stewardship and by challenging youth to a life of real Christian service, 


As a means of recruiting we would recommend: (1) Constant 
work among the evangelical youth in our schools; (2) The observance of the "week 
of ministerial voeation" in all churches; (3) The continual eultivation in local 
churches af their interest in young men who have left them to prepare for the 
ministry. 


The programs will vary in these three types of institue 
Programs of Study tions, but the study and interpretation of the Bible 

will be at the center of all of them. In the second and 
third types historical and.theological studies should be amplified. The history 
of the Church is-of special importance. Greek and Hebrew should be studied 
(especially Greek) in the seminaries which require secondary instruction, They 
should also give a knowledge of the social factors in contemporary life as well 
as Christian Education, homiletics, rhetoric and music. The students should be 
given opportunities for practice. in the, churches, in preaching, teaching, pas- 
toral visitation, etc. 


A large part of the preparation of. pastors in Latin 
Teaching Staff America is in the nands of missiomries and we recognize 

that the help of missions will be necessary for a lang 
time to come, At the same time, we recommend that efforts be made to secure 
national professors of theology and that. progressively they be given respon- 
sibility in directing the seminaries. We recommend also the interchange of 
professors among the institutions in Latin America, We believe that professors 
of theology should be in close touch with the churches. 


The full support of these institutions will prabably be 
Finances the last step in self-support of the churches, The 

churches. should increase their contributions constantly 
in the direetion of self—support, for both professors and students. We recommend 
that the mission boards give their full support to this work as a great contri- 


bution of the younger churches, 
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We recommend greater cooperation among the different 
Cosperation denominations in order to unify their efforts in minis- 
terial training, not only because of the faculty and 
finaneial problems, but also because of what it would mean in the way of mutual 
understanding among the churches. 


Bible Institutes and seminaries can do valuable extension 
Extension Work work in the follswing ways: 


1. Pastors! Institutes. 
2. Summer courses amd special graduate courses, 
3. Sending professors to give short courses for 
' laymen and pastors. 
4, Organization of circulating libraries for pastors, 
5. Publications and public lectures. 


One of the most valuable forms of evangelism in Latin 
LITERATURE America is literature in all its forms. The masses of 

the people are emerging from illiteracy. We therefore 
have the obligation of seeing that the evangelical testimony is present in the 
large numbers of books and periodicals that are offered to the public. 


Literature has the advantage of being able to penetrate 
where the preacher cannot, it has permanence, it is at the disposal of a person 
when he wishes to give it attention, and carries the message to many who other- 
wise would not go to hear it. 


We therefore urge the churches to give due importance to 
the preparation am distribution of literature, beginning by creating an appetite 
for reading among the Christian community and concerning themselves with the 
publication of all that contributes to the carrying out of their sacred mission 
in these countries, 


As we consider the evangelical literary producation in 
Production Spanish and Portuguese we are glad to note the important 
place that it holds in Latin 4merica,. 


We should mention the important literary work done in 
Brazil as a result of the Evangelical Congress held in S& Paulo in 1936, and 
the one held’ in Rio de Janeiro in 19%7. 


We express our gratitude to the Committee on Cooperation 
in Latin America for its efficient support of both programs of production. 
These programs are being developed in a balanced way, covering such fundamental 
topics as the Bible, the Chureh, Doctrine and Apologetics, Christian life, 
Christian education and Childrents Literature, 


A sampling of public opinion of evangelical people allows 
us to state that the books published up to now have been received favorably not 
only by evangelicals but also by noneevangelicals. 
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Notwithstanding all that has been accomplished so far 
we eonsider it of prime importance that production be intensified so as to fill 
in some of the gaps, for example, contemporary social problems, evangelization, 
young people and children, novels with a Christian content and message, Original 
books in Spanish and Portuguese should be stimulated, as well as the interchange 
of works in these languages. 


Preparation of Authors. Recognizing that a lack in 
our program is the scarcity of Latin American evangelical writers we recommend 
the churches and other institutions try to discover writing talents. We suggest 
the following: (a) Inclusion of sections for readers' contributions in ehil- 
drens' and youth magazines; (b) Elective courses in the seminaries for those who 
wish to write; (c) Creation of associations of evangelical writers and journa- 
lists in important centers; (d) forums for young writers or aspirants, (e) Schools 
of Christian journalism and literature, wherever possible, with courses, lectures 
and workshops; (f) Correspondence courses for the preparation of writers, 
(g) Efforts to find some person who can give himself to the task of discovering, 
stimulating and preparing authors. 


Evangelical Journalism. We recognize the opportunity 
of helping to develop the Christian movement through evangelical journalism. 
We feel the need for improving existing publications, and suggest that in some 
cases they be merged with others into one good magazine, especially within one 
denomination. Unification would tend to eliminate big deficits and avoid un~ 
necessary duplication of effort. 


Following up the recommerdation of the Literature Con- 
ference of Mexico concerning the publication of an evangelical magazine for the 
home, we suggest that the Literature Committee of the Committee on Cooperation 
in Latin America anpoint a commission to study this project and formulate a 
plan to secure the finances and personnel for such a publication. 


Christian Hymnology. As in the case of periodicals, 
efforts should be united for the publication of something better in this fieid; 
revisions should be made of existing hymnbooks; greater use should be made of 
the rich musical works prigr to the nineteenth century; religious music for 
organists and music for children ehould be premred. 


Experience shows that little can be accomplished in 
Distribution the distribution of literature without personal en- 

thusiasm. The habit of serious reading is practically 
non-existent among the Latin America people, Even among evangelicals while we 
have an honorable tradition in this respect--it has been said that "the Reforma- 
tion taught the world to read"~-we are a long way from getting people to read 
what they should read, 


, A study of the situation shows: (1) Insufficient infor- 
mation about existing literature; (2) The lack of facilities for obtaining 
books; (3) Lack of resources among our people; (4) The disadvantages of inter- 
national exchange. 


We consider promising the recent creation of an Associa- 
tion of Bookstores and Publishing Houses. 
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On the national level we recommerd the following to 
AN INTEGRATED PROGRAM evangelical bookstores and commissions on literature: 
FOR THE SPREAD OF 


LITERATURE ; uvangpelical Press. The publication of announee- 
ments in as many evangelical periodicals as pessible, 
National Plan . and also of brief bibliographical commentaries. 


| "Literatura Evangélica! A wider distribution of this 
publication. 


Travelling Salesmen. One or more persons who can visit 
not only congregations but aiso cultural and professional institutions with 
book exhibits, 


Special Book Exhibits, Advantage should be taken of 
congresses, conventions, and institutes for holding such exhibits, 








Proparanda. Attractive propaganda in the way of leaf- 
lets, eset enh etc. announcements in the secular press and the sending of sample 
copies to daily papers for comment. 


Local Gongregations, Support should be given to sales 
in local churches. 


Bookstores, Our books should be on sale in all book- 
stores and all book fairs. 


Evangelical Book Week. Tris should be stimulated in 
congregations. 


To the ivangelical congregations we recommend the fol- 
Local Plan lowing activities: 


Permanent Exhibit with Facilities for Sales, In- 
vestigations have revealed the extraordinary efficacy of permanent sales in 
local churehes, We urge all congregations to adopt this simple method for 
promoting the distribution of evangelical literature. 


Evangelical Book Week. The Annual celebration of this 
with the cooperation of bookstores and literature committees, 


Libraries and Headers! Circles. These should be organ- 
ized in congregations on either a smal}. or large scale. 


. We recommend. a study of the following problems: 
Special Plan 
Prices and Cost of Living. Having in mind the 
difference in the cost of living in dirferent areas as well as the economic 
condition of a large part of our evangelical people we urge the different 
denominations to assign special funds tc subsidizing the distribution of 
literature wherever necessary, 
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Evangelical Bookstores. In view of the important 
function of evangelical bookstores well equipped and suitably located we 
recommend tneir establishment where none now exist. As this is a task which 
requires special talents and consecration, we recommend the preparation of 
personnel, preferably laymen with commercial experience, who might dedicate 
their lives to "the ministry of literature", 


Radio and Visual Aids are rew instruments in the spread 
RADIO EVANGELISM of the Gospel, Previous conferences did not deal with 
AND VISUAL AID this topic because it was almost unknown, But the 

extraordinary rapidity with which these means have ex- 
tended to every part of the world indicate the importance that they have in 
everyday life. This conference realizing the importance of this topic recom- 
mends the following: 


1. The formation of a Latin American Evangelical 
radio chain, whose principal objects would be: (a) The organization of 
local, regional and continental campaigns of evangelism by radio; (b) 
Providing evangelical records to radio stations, churches and individuals 
who can make use of them, taking advantage of the facilities offered 
by the new recording studios installed for this purpose, The fol- 
lowing types of recordings should be produced: Well-known evangelical 
hymns by the best choirs or soloists; sermons or evangelical talks; 
dramatization of Bible passages and incidents; (e) Giving aid where 
circumstances require so that evangelical mwograms are not dropped 
because of financial difficulties. 


2, The creation of regional committees on radio, 
to assume responsibility for the Latin American radio chain, the 
continental Secretary of ivangelical Radio being the liaison among all 
of these committees. 


3. Establishment of courses on vangelical Radio 
and Audio Visual Aids in seminaries and Bible institutes. 


‘kh. While sane radio stations covering same areas of 
Latin America now exist, there is need for a station to cover the coun- 
tries in the south of the continent. Therefore we recommend that a 
radio station Be established in the River Plate area and that steps be 
taken to put such a station in Montevideo, 


5, Due to the enormous extension of Brazil the 
conference believes that two evangelical radio stations should be 
established in the country. 


6. The Conference reconmends the production and 
use of Visual Aids, such as films, slides, flannelgraphs, etc.,as 
useful means of evangelization and Christian education. 
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LIST OF DELEGATES 


Argentina 


Paul Andress (Disciples) 
Wilfride Artus (Waldensian) 
Sante U. Barbieri (Methodist) 
Santiago Canclini (Baptist) 
George P, Howard (Methodist) 
Nelsen Litwiller (Mennonite) 
David Lépea (Nazarene ) 
Jorgelina Lozada (Disciples) 
José Quifiones (Evangelical Union of SA) 
José M, Rodriguez (Baptist) 
Julio M, Sabanes (Methodist) 
Adam F, Sosa (Methodist ) 
B, Foster Stockwell (Methodist) 
Charles W. Turner (Methodist’) 
Samuel S, Visini (Lutheran) 
Alternates: 
José Antén (Brothers) 
Eulalio Burgos (Disciples) 
Alejandro Fanderwud (CIMA) 
J. Arthur Habegger (Lutheran) 
Juan E, Gattinoni (Methodist) 


Bolivia 


Thomas Hudspith (Methodist) 

Donato Saldfas (Baptist) 
Alternate: 

Murray S. Dickson (Methodist) 


Brazil 


Rodolfo Anders (Presbyterian) 

Frank Baker (Presbyterian) 

J. Borges dos Santos (Presbyterian) 
Wesley Carr (Methodist) 

James Ellis (Methodist ) 

Isaias Fernandes Sucasas (Methodist) 
Egmont Machado Krischke (Episcopal) 
Benjamin Moraes (Presbyterian) 
Amantino Adorno Vassao (Presbyterian) 


Colombia 
Henry Parra Sanchez (Wesleyan Methodist ) 
Dominican Republic 


Julio D. Postigo (Dominican Evangelical 
Church) 


Chile 


Luis Alvarez (Evangelical Nat'l Mission) 
Francisco Anabalén (Pentecostal ) 
Samuel Araya (Methodist) 

Narciso Benavidez (Brothers) 

Francisco Herrero (Presbyterian). 

Juan F, Mardones (Ev. National Mission) 
Humberto Reyes Lavanchy (Presbyterian) 
Eduardo Stevens (Methodist ) 

Mercedes Ulloa (Presbyterian) 

Rosa Vazquez (Presbyterian) 

Pedro Zottele (Methodist) 


Ecuador 
A, Heriberto Hamilton (Presbyterian) 
Mexico 
Gustavo Velasco (Methodist ) 
Panama amd Costa Rica 
Pedro Barbero (Methodist ) 
Paraguay 


Ralph Q. Adams (Disciples) 

Gerhard Giesbrecht (Mennonite) 

Pedro Ruiz Diaz Ocampo (Baptist) 
Peru 


Wenceslao Bahamonde (Methodist) 
Zacarias Ribdro (Methodist ) 


Puerto Rico 
Isidro Dfaz Lipez (Disciples) 
Virgilio Gonzd4lez (Disciples) 
Angel M, Mergal (Baptist) 
Spain 
Manuel Gutiérrez Marin (Sp. Evangelical ) 


Venezuela 


Miguel Calvetti (Presbyterian 
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List of Delegates---- 


Uruguay 


Ricardo Alvarez Blanco (Baptist) 
Carlos Ty. Gattinoni (Methodist) 
A. Hugo Grassi (Methodist ) 
Silvio Long (Waldensian) 
Mortimer Arias (Methodist) 


United States 


Llewellyn K. Anderson (Presbyterian USA) 
W. Stanley Rycroft (Presbyterian 


Fraternal Delegates 
| Dr. Mare Boegner, Dr. John A, Mackay, Professor Gonzalo 
Baez Camargo, Dr. Manuel Garrido Aldama, Dr, Barnabas Dienes, Pastor | 
D. Lawrence, Dr, Charles W. Turner, Dr. Jorge Federico Wenzel, Srta,. 
Lydia Vargas Bravo, Sr. Luis E, Odell, Rev. William A. Dudde. 
Observers 


Rudolf Obermuller, Alfred Aeschlimann, Robert Stevens 
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